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PASS AGRICULTURE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, EEC 

SUBJECT: EC RESPONSE TO AUSTRALIA RE PLURILATERAL CONSULTATIONS UNDER 
GATT ARTICLE XXIII: 1 

REF: A) EC BRUSSELS 03001, B) EC BRUSSELS 03252 

1 . THE AUSTRALIAN MISSION HAS PASSED US THE COMMISSION'S RESPONSE TO 
AUSTRALIA REGARDING THE EC’S INTERPRETATION OF PLURILATERAL CONSULTAT- 
IONS 

UNDER GATT ARTICLE XXIII: 1 (REF. A). THE COMMISSION DELIVERED ITS RE- 
SPONSE TO AUSTRALIA AFTER THE US-EC CONSULTATIONS ON PROCESSED FRUITS 
AND VEGETABLES WERE HELD (REF. B). THE FOLLOWING IS THE COMMISSION S 
UNOFFICIAL ENGLISH TRANSLATION. BEGIN TEXT: 

A) WE SHARE YOUR VIEW THAT ART. XXIII: 1 DOES NOT PROHIBIT A CONTRACTING 
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PARTY WHO IS A DEFENDANT FROM ACCEPTING A PLURILATERAL CONSULTATION; 
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B) NEVERTHELESS, THIS POSSIBILITY IS NOT LEFT TO THE JUDGEMENT OF 
THE CONTRACTING PARTY REQUESTING CONSULTATIONS, BUT IS ENTIRELY AT 
THE DISCRETION OF THE DEFENDANT; 

C) IN THE NOTIFICATION WHICH IS ADDRESSED TO THE GATT, AUSTRALIA 
MAINTAINS THAT THE EEC HAS INTRODUCED MEASURES WHICH - IN HER 
OPINION - ARE CONTRARY TO THE GATT (WITHIN THE TERMS OF ART. 

XXIII: 1 A); 

D) HOWEVER, THE RIGHTS OF THE CONTRACTING PARTY REQUESTING CON- 
SULTATIONS UNDER ART. XXIII: 1 A ONLY PERMIT IT TO OBTAIN CONSULTATIONS 
WITH THE PARTY OR PARTIES ACCUSED OF NOT HAVING FULFILLED THEIR 
OBLIGATIONS. END TEXT. HINTON 
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